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EMMAUS MORAVIAN CHURCH

146 Main Street, Emmaus, Pa. 18049
Phone 610-965-6067
www.emmausmoravian.org

Office hours: Monday-Friday 9am-3pm

Rev. Brian Dixon ~ Pastor ~ pastor@emmausmoravian.org
Byrnese Craig ~ Student Pastor ~ studentpastor@emmausmoravian.org
Melissa Heckman ~ Secretary ~ secretary@emmausmoravian.org
Martha Cox Popichak ~ Director of Music ~ popicox@rcn.com
Christopher Klump ~ Director of Brass Choir
Al Kneller ~ Sexton

Special Envelope for December

EMC Programming ~ This Special Envelope helps Emmaus Moravian Church continue to thrive
with events throughout the year for church and community members. It sustains our ability to
host important groups like Alcoholic Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous which meet at the
church 6 days a week. We also continue to lend our space to many local non-profit groups. We
thank EMC members who support the church, therefore supporting our ability to be a place of
value in the community.

2023 Watchword:
I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord,
because of all that the Lord has done for us. Isaiah 63:7

Emmaus Moravian Church’s Mission Statement:
Living in Fellowship, Growing in Christ!

The Moravian Motto:
In essentials unity; In non-essentials liberty; and in all things love!


http://www.emmausmoravian.org/
mailto:pastor@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:secretary@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:popicox@rcn.com
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A Message from Pastor Brian

An Old Christmas Prayer

Ephraim the Syrian was a 4th Century priest, poet and teacher of the Orthodox Church who lived

and died in what is now Turkey. He is credited with thousands of writings, hundreds of which

were hymns. As we enter Advent and Christmas, let us begin by first looking back. We've had

2,000 years of practice celebrating the birth of Jesus. The ways we imagine this silent, holy night are

shaped by centuries of tradition: candles and carols, gifts and garlands, feasts and faith. But how did
the Church celebrate the day of Christ’s birth 300 years after his death? Is it possible for us to see beyond the
shine of Christmas today to gaze directly at the Light of the World?

Perhaps Ephraim can still speak to us:

May the first day of yours be blessed, Lord - the day from which this feast day is stamped.
This day is like you: it shows us mercy, and it is handed down from generation to
generation. This day refreshes itself by its love. After it visits, and passes, and goes away,
in mercy it returns and visits us again.

We need this day; our human nature needs it. The world needs the fountain of this day.

This is the day that rules the seasons! On your day, Lord -
we see your birth that is far off.

For your day reconciled heaven and earth. The highest came down to the lowest. Your
mercy shone forth on the guilty. Great is your day, Lord! Let mercy shine forth on us
sinners. And if your forgiveness wells up every other day, how much more today.

Let us distinguish your day from all days, for great is the treasure house of the day of your
birth. On this day mercy came forth to sinners. On this day the medicine of life came to
the wounded, and the light shone on our blindness.

Voice of the Father, the world is noisy. Our mind wanders. Make still those other voices,
and let us find quiet in you. For by you the sea was stilled from its storms.

And let your flock rejoice. Let your day, O Lord, give us all joy, joy with the flowers of
peace. Keep the glory of your birth, today. Amen.

We often think the times in which we live are the most distracted or distressing. But Ephraim may

have thought so, too, as Constantine ended persecution of Christians and moved the imperial
government to Turkey; the Council of Nicaea wrote a creed that we still use; a huge earthquake

struck the Mediterranean in 365; and when, near the end of his life, Ephraim ministered valiantly to

victims of a deadly plague.
And his Christmas prayer was - and may ours ever be - one of peace and joy to the world.

In the Hope & Practice of Christmas,
Pastor Brian
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Worship Opportunities
Sunday, December 3rd ~ 1st Sunday in Advent ~ Sunday School 9:00; Worship 10:30 ~
Advent Lovefeast; Morning Star Auditions 11:45 in the balcony

Wednesday, December 6th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 in the chapel

Sunday, December 10th ~ 2nd Sunday in Advent ~ Sunday School 9:00
(Program Rehearsal in sanctuary for all ages; no adult Sunday School)
Worship 10:30~ Children’s Christmas Program ~ Cookie Social in Fellowship Hall to follow

Wednesday, December 13th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 in the chapel

Sunday, December 17th ~ 3rd Sunday in Advent ~ Sunday School 9:00; Worship 10:30 ~
Mainstreet Brass
Blue Christmas Worship Service 2:00

Wednesday, December 20th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 in the chapel

Sunday, December 24th ~ 4th Sunday in Advent ~ Worship 10:30;
Lovefeast and Candlelight Services 2:00 & 4:30; Candlelight only 7:00

Wednesday, December 27th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 in the chapel
Sunday, December 31st ~ No Sunday School; Worship 10:30
Wednesday, January 3rd ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 in the chapel

Sunday, January 7th ~ Epiphany ~ Sunday School 9:00; Worship 10:30 ~
Holy Communion and Watchwords distributed
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Please remember those in need of our prayers ~
Kathy Rinker, Rev. Diane Joseph,
James Silvius (son of Jean Brendlinger),
Connie Renner (daughter- in- law of Howard & Judy),
our homebound & nursing home residents
Please uphold these church members and friends in your prayers.

Contact the office whenever a visit is needed or to inform us about any family situation.
We will only post names on our prayer list if we have permission from the person in need

of prayer, or their immediate family.




Nembership Veews

BLear EINC,

(A great big thank you to all the prayer warriors! CUL through my theatments, <2 nevet felt
alone, knawing how many phayers were said for me. <2 am now cancet free! Thank you!
Lonna Leffler, daughter of WBette HNertzag

The flowers were beautiful. Thank you to whoeveh chaases the lucky recipients. Jhe
Ylawers lasted for 2 weeks! Thank yau. Vian Stevens
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Welcame Laug & Viadine Nohe, Tim Nyte & Sligatbeth (Liesel) Craig,

Ein & Nlorgan Lonmayer, LHonna Shively and (lair Gericke and
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On Vlavember 26th, we welcomed Everett Clndrew~ WRay Graves into aun

Unity Praver Watch
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“A never-ending prayer....I wish we would have thought of that!” An ecumenical colleague expressed those
words to me, speaking in reference to our Unity Prayer Watch. It's easy for us as Moravians to take for
granted this ancient practice of our faith. Joining together with our world-wide Moravian family, we are able
to be in conversation with God not only every day of the year, but literally every hour and minute. It’s
humbling to think, that at any given moment, whether it be one of blessing or sorrow, someone from our
faith family is in prayer for the world and all of us within it. It’s actually a gift we give not only to the world,
but an honor given to our Chief Elder, Jesus Christ. We are asked, once again, to continue in this sacred
tradition. A list of prayer topics is available which cover the needs and celebrations of our Moravian prov-
inces across the globe. We invite you also to pray for your own local and personal matters for which you
wish to lay before our Savior.

The Eastern District of the Moravian Church has the privilege of praying for the world during the month of
December, with each church having a specific date. Emmaus Moravian shares the day with 3 other local
Moravian churches. We invite you to pray - silently or out loud - alone or in groups - in person or virtually
- so that the offering of prayers uttered by Moravians remains constant and faithful. Thank you for carrying
on this act of our faith, which joins us together as the worldwide Unity - a gift to us from God. Thank you
for embracing our world, our Moravian Church, and all of creation within the blessings of “never-

ending prayer.”

Excerpt from letter by Rev. David E. Bennett, President of the Provincial Elders” Conference of the
Northern Province of the Moravian Church

Our assigned date is December 9th. The 30 minute time slots that Emmaus has been asked to fill are:
1:00am, 1:30am, 5:00am, 5:30am, 9:00am, 9:30am, 1:00pm, 1:30pm, 5:00pm, 5:30pm, 9:00pm, 9:30pm
Please contact the office if you can commit to praying during these times.
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For Your Information

The Daily Texts have arrived!

Count Nicholas Ludwig von Zinzendorf got the idea for what is now the Daily Texts. In the
early years of Herrnhut, (eighteenth century), the congregation gathered daily in the church for
singing, praying and informational meetings. It was on May 3rd, 1728 when Zinzendorf gave
the first Daily Text reading to the sisters and brothers during the service. It was meant for the
following day. The idea was that all inhabitants of Herrnhut should be accompanied by the
same good word of God throughout the whole day. And so Zinzendorf’s idea has gone on,
day, by day, since 1728. Each day’s message is bound in a book and today, the Daily Texts
continues its promise of “a daily message from God that is new every morning.”
(excerpt from 2010 Moravian Magazine)

Contact the office to purchase!
Paperback: $10.00, Large Print: $14.00, Journal (can be ordered): $17.00

Also available for purchase in the office: EMC Souvenirs ~ (limited quantities):
hand painted Christmas ornaments $20.00; puzzle of the church $25.00;
History Booklet $5.00

Offering Envelopes
The 2024 Offering Envelopes are available in the Comenius Room (walk straight through the
chapel, last door on your right). If you do not see envelopes for you or a loved one, please contact
me. Not everyone receives physical envelopes. Please do not use envelopes from previous years.
Your numbers may have changed and you might not be credited for your donation. If you have
any questions, reach out to Melissa Heckman, financial secretary, in the office.

Fellowship Days
Fellowship Days typically occurs once a month from 10:00-10:30. Itis a
time of fellowship and food between Sunday School and Worship. Kurt
and Lisa Haus do an amazing job decorating the chapel to look just right,
prepping the amazing food and preparing the delectable drinks! But, they
can’t do it alone! They need people to donate specific food items and they
need helpers to set up tables, prep food and transport food from the
kitchen to the chapel. And of course, clean up. If people don’t reach out to
help, this tradition may not happen much longer. Please contact the office
for Kurt and Lisa’s information if you can help. The December date is the
17th (following Blue Christmas Service at 2:00).

Connect with EMC in various ways
How do you receive the newsletter? If you receive it via email and
would like a printed copy (instead of or in addition), let the office know.
Do you have a friend that is interested in our activities? They can receive
\our (‘h[ll'('l] the newsletter as well. Have you visited our website lately? Once in a
|-'ami \;! while, check it out! You may learn something new! Are you on our email
v list? As a member, you can receive updates about worship and any
important notices about the congregation. And don’t forget about
Facebook. Most events are advertised via Facebook. Help the church by
sharing their posts! We are an active congregation and it’s always great
to know what’s happening in the life of your church!
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Advent Project

We are hosting an Advent Food Drive to help fill the blessing box. We invite everyone (one box per
family) to participate! It is a “reverse advent calendar,” instead of getting an item, you give an item!
Grab a box and each day until Christmas add one food item to the box. At the end of our food drive,
donate the contents. Boxes can be dropped off on December 31 (or anytime after) in the Chapel Lobby!
Items can be substituted. Thank you for your support!

For each day in December:
1st: box of cereal

2nd; peanut butter

3rd: Stuffing mix

4th: boxed potatoes

5th: macaroni and cheese
6th: canned fruit

7th: Spaghettios

8th: canned tuna

9th: canned green beans
10th: applesauce

11th: canned sweet potatoes
12th; cereal bars or snacks
13th: canned beans

14th: box of crackers

15t package of rice

16t: oatmeal, tea bags or hot chocolate
17th: pasta

18th: spaghetti sauce

19th: chicken noodle soup
20th: vegetable soup

21st: canned green beans
22nd: canned mixed veggies
23rd: canned carrots

24th: a dessert mix for a birthday treat

Blessing Boxes ~ We are blessed! The above list will help us stock up on many items!
Our Blessing Boxes are used by many people and we are always grateful to have % W
/

back up supplies! If you would like to give a monetary donation, we ask that you
donate to the Community Assistance Fund. This fund allows us to help church  §#¢/

and community members with grocery cards, utility bills, rent assistance, and = &
y g y y e g% {

blessing box purchases.
Non food items most needed: shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant,
laundry pods or detergent, tissues, toilet paper, paper towels

~ Thank you from Linda Rohrbach & Carol George, the fillers of the boxes!



We are preparing for Christmas! Christmas is a big deal at
EMC and we have many activities for you to participate in.
Christmas isn’t always the “most wonderful time of the year,”
for everyone, and our hope is that we provide worship experi-
ences and fellowship opportunities that make this season
meaningful for everyone. Maybe this is the year you help
decorate the church. Maybe you want to help with lovefeast
baking. Maybe you feel a desire to attend the Blue Christmas
service and pet a therapy dog. Whatever you do, may it be a
blessing to you this Christmas.

December 2nd — Lovefeast Bun Baking- the mixers start at 7:00, and the bakers come in around
9:00 to start the process of forming the buns and baking them. If you want to help, please reach
out to the office.

The sacristans will be decorating the church at 9:30 on the 2nd. Please come to the sanctuary
at that time if you would like to help!

December 3rd is the first Sunday in Advent.

Pastor Brian will lead a class in the Moravian Room at 9:00 on December 3rd that will
explore the meaning of Advent. There is no class on the 10th, but there will be class on the 17th.

A traditional lovefeast will be served during the 10:30 worship service on the 3rd.

Morning Star auditions will be held on Dec. 3rd after worship. Morning Star Auditions are for
all children in grades 3-7. If music is needed for this beloved Christmas Eve hymn, please
contact Martha (popicox@rcn.com or 610-442-2633) for more information.

December 10th will be our Children’s Christmas Program.

All children ages 2 and up who attend Sunday School are invited to participate. Rehearsals are
happening now during Sunday School. There will be a rehearsal on December 9th at 10:00 for
all participants. Costumes will also be given out during the rehearsal (we could use some pa-
rental help). There will be a dress rehearsal on the 10th at 9:00 (during the Sunday School hour).
The snow date is the 17th. After the program, there will be a cookie social in fellowship hall for
everyone. We could use cookie donations (home made or store bought). Please contact the
office if you would like to donate cookies.

On December 17th, the Mainstreet Brass will join us at our 10:30 Worship service. See more
information about the group on page 8 of the newsletter.

Our Blue Christmas Service will be held on Sunday, December 17th at 2:00. This service is for
any person feeling loss of any kind. This is a service of healing for those in need.

Our Christmas Eve services will be held on Sunday, December 24th ~

4th Sunday in Advent worship service at 10:30.

Lovefeast & Candlelight services will be held at 2:00 and 4:30.

Our Candlelight service will be held at 7:00.

If you would like to help serve on Christmas Eve, contact Sue Adams at jadams56@ptd.net.

If you have any questions, please contact the office!
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Nintendo Night

We will gather together on Friday, December 8t from 6-8 to play SmashBrothers! This event is
for grades 6 and up! If you have extra Switch remotes, please bring them. Snacks and drinks
will be provided, but feel free to bring some to share! Friends welcome!

Mainstreet Brass

Mainstreet Brass will perform at our church during the December 17th worship service at 10:30.
Formed in 1986, inspired by a musical camaraderie, a passion for brass quintet literature and
performance, and a goal to present interesting and entertaining music to its audiences. Described
by the International Trumpet Guild Journal as “a unique and talented quintet that is willing to take
risks,” the ensemble has performed for enthusiastic crowds at concert series throughout the
Midwest, East Coast and in the United Kingdom.

An MSR Classics recording artist, Mainstreet Brass is in residence at the historic Central Moravian
Church in Bethlehem, a National Landmark of Music, serves as the brass ensemble for the
Bethlehem Bach Festival, and performs throughout the year for academic ceremonies at Lehigh
University.

The group actively commissions and publishes arrangements and new literature from established
and emerging composers to enhance its own concert programs and expand the brass quintet
repertoire.

Members are Kevin Long and Ed Hirschman, trumpets; Shari Gleason-Mayrhofer, horn;
Bryan Hay, trombone; Allen Frank, tuba; and Steve Mathiesen, percussion.

Soup for Sale

\ Lori Maurer was busy in the kitchen making lots of chicken corn soup (with

| noodles) and chicken corn chowder (cream based, no noodles). All of the

soup was frozen in quarts and are available for purchase for $8.00 a quart.
Contact the office to purchase.

Girl Scout Trip

Girl Scout Troop 640 is planning a trip to Belize in June 2024! Troop 640 meets
monthly at the Emmaus Moravian Church. Two scouts, Nora C. and Avalon R.
are members at EMC. The troop has been fundraising through fall nut & candy
sales and cookie sales. We are also planning a Holiday themed karaoke and
movie night for younger troops in the service unit. Last year the scouts
volunteered at the Hotel Bethlehem coat check to earn funds. All scouts earned
their first aid and babysitter badges last winter and are actively babysitting to
help raise funds as well. If you are interested in supporting the troop, any
donations can be submitted to the church office via check made payable to Girl SCOUTING
Scout Troop 640. We appreciate your consideration in helping these wonderful NEWS
scouts have an adventure of a lifetime!




The EMC Book Club

The Book Club is ready to read this winter and spring. Everyone is invited
to join us at 7pm. Your opinion is welcome (even if you don’t like the
book)! Zoom will be available for those unable to join in Comenius Room
or if weather prohibits safe travel. Contact Judy Williamson with your
email for zoom invitation.

December 11th A Redbird Christmas/Fannie Flagg

January 8t River Sing Me Home/Eleanor Shearer

February 12th Lessons in Chemistry/Bonnie Garmus
March 11th The Exchange/John Grisham
April 8t My Friend Jackson/ Chris Ochs

Volunteers Requested

The Board of Elders is requesting 3-4 volunteers to help develop a Ministry Booklet. The
booklet will outline and describe all of the ministries (e.g. worship, Christian Education,
First Responders dinner, Senior care, etc.) of the Emmaus Moravian Church. The ministry
booklet will be used to enhance how the church communicates ministry activities to our-
selves and to those outside the congregation (e.g visitors, members of the community, and
prospective new members). If you are interested, please reach out to Griffin Harold
(tfirgrh@gmail or 484-264-5609)

Moravian Open Door

Each Advent season, we are reminded of the family long ago who was
homeless, had no room at the inn, and not even a crib for their expected
infant. Yet, they were provided for. Moravian Open Door (MOD) is a
Moravian ministry in New York City that provides a safe, clean, temporary
home for up to 40 homeless men and women aged 50 years and older since
1987. While the facility (called Moravian House) provides accommodation
in single and double rooms, the staff provides supportive services to rebuild
lives and help residents move to affordable permanent housing.

T A%
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l I As New York City struggles in dealing with the effects of repeated
and extreme flooding, so also, MOD struggles to provide that safe and

secure facility in an area of the city prone to flooding. The safety of our residents depends on us.

MOD receives no government funding at all.

MOD needs the financial support of Moravian congregations to continue its
important service to the homeless.

Please respond generously with your “No Room at the Inn” gift.
www.moravianhouse.org
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Cash Card Program Termination

The Gift Card Fundraiser will terminate at the end of this year.

The current inventory ($7,000) will be drawn down with office and
Sunday sales (through the end of the year). Christmas orders will be
honored, but other than that, no additional cards will be ordered.
Christmas orders need to be paid for in advance. Any cards remain-
ing after the end of the year will be turned over to the office for Com-
munity Outreach and inventory sales. It has been our pleasure to con-
duct this fund raiser for the past several years, but ever decreasing
customers, sales and profits suggest it is time to terminate the
program. Neill and Kate Dekker

GIFT CARD

Typically in stock: Apple, Applebees, Arby’s, Barnes & Noble, Bath & Body Works, Best Buy,
Cabela’s, Cracker Barrel, CVS, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Dunkin, Gap, Giant, JCPenney, Kohl's,
Land’s End, Limited, L.L. Bean, Longhorn Steakhouse, Olive Garden, Panera, Petsmart,
Regis Salon, Red Robin, Staples, Target, Texas Road House, Walmart, Walgreens, Wawa,
Weis, Wendy’s

1A

Orden g

Christmas Eve will soon be here along with the smell of burning beeswax in the air!
The sanctuary is decorated with a beautiful tree adorned with delicate handmade stars, set aglow by
white lights, topped with a majestic Moravian star and surrounded by deep red poinsettias.
All the visual beauty is but a backdrop for the true beauty of the season, the birth of our Savior!

Each year, we offer families the opportunity to sponsor poinsettias used in decorating our
Sanctuary. Sponsorships will appear in all Christmas Eve bulletins.
Please return form with payment $10.00 per plant (checks payable to Emmaus Moravian Church)

Orders due by Sunday, December 3+, 2023

Your Name and Phone Number

In memory or in honor of:

By:

Please use a separate form for multiple orders!
I will pick up the poinsettia after the 8pm Candlelight Service or

Please deliver my poinsettia to a shut-in



