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EMMAUS MORAVIAN CHURCH

146 Main Street, Emmaus, Pa. 18049
Phone 610-965-6067
WWWw.emimausmoravian.org

Office hours: Monday-Friday 9am-3pm

Rev. Brian Dixon ~ Pastor ~ pastor@emmausmoravian.org
Byrnese Craig ~ Student Pastor ~ studentpastor@emmausmoravian.org
Melissa Heckman ~ Secretary ~ secretary@emmausmoravian.org
Martha Cox Popichak ~ Director of Music ~ popicox@rcn.com
Christopher Klump ~ Director of Brass Choir
Al Kneller ~ Sexton

Special Envelope for August

East Penn Neighbors Helping Neighbors ~ Our mission: to serve families through
multi-faceted short-term assistance in order to help restore and sustain healthy, independent
living. After initial assessment to identify the needs of a family, the family is welcomed into the
temporary transitional housing. Registered EPNHN Volunteers with the skills to help meet the
family’s need are contacted and a support team is assigned to the family. Regular meetings
with the family are coordinated by a case manager. It is difficult to anticipate the length of time
each family will require the temporary housing and the help of each member of the support
team, but a plan with timelines will be written when the case opens. This model is proving
successful, having helped transition families thus far into places of greater independence!

2024 Watchword:
Rejoice always. 1 Thessalonians 5:16

Emmaus Moravian Church’s Mission Statement:
Living in Fellowship, Growing in Christ!

The Moravian Motto:
In essentials unity; In non-essentials liberty; and in all things love!
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Worship Opportunities
During the summer, we may choose to worship outside in the pavilion. This decision will be
made and emailed to the congregation by Friday of each week. When we worship outside,
you are welcome to bring chairs or blankets for seating, or use the benches provided.

Sunday, July 28th ~ Worship 9:30 ~ 277th Anniversary Lovefeast

Sunday, August 4th ~ Worship 9:30 ~ Celebration of Baptism
Sunday, August 11th ~ Worship 9:30 ~ Outdoor Communion
Wednesday, August 14th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 in the chapel
Sunday, August 18t ~ Worship 9:30
Sunday, August 25t ~ Worship 9:30
Sunday, September 1st ~ Worship 9:30 ~ Celebration of Baptism

All services are available live via zoom and later in the day on Facebook.
Go to www.zoom.us, Click on “Join a meeting” Enter meeting ID: 442 948 9211

Wednesday Nite Lite
Are Sundays difficult to attend? Do you need a boost during the week? Wednesday Nite Lite
provides a mid-week worship service from 7:00-7:30 in the chapel. During the summer, WNL will
be held once a month. We keep it short, sweet, and soulful: one song, one prayer, one reading,
one reflection, and one call to action. Zoom is available.

Morning Prayer
What is your daily prayer ritual? Would you like to connect with other church members and pray
for the needs of the church, community and world? Is prayer something you would like to take
more seriously? Even if it is one day a week, you are invited to join us whenever you can!
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays we meet via zoom at 8:15 a.m.
(the zoom link is always available on our website)
On Tuesdays & Thursdays we meet at Superior (102 State Ave) at 6:15am.
If you ever have any prayer requests for the group, please contact the office or Pastor Brian.

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” ~1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Please remember those in need of our prayers ~

Steve Long, Gail Galasso (aunt of Kurt Haus),
Jerry Knauss, Nancy Thomas, Paula Stoeckel, Carol Campbell,
Pat Rath, James Silvius (son of Jean Brendlinger),
Mary (mother of Diane Joseph), Rev. Diane Joseph,
REMEMBERING Art Corbett (Jeanne Harakal’s brother in law),
mug/%ujs Connie Renner (daughter- in- law of Howard & Judy),

W our homebound, assisted living & nursing home residents

Please uphold these church members and friends in your prayers.
Contact the office whenever a visit is needed or to inform us about any

family situation. We will only post names on our prayer list if we

have permission from the person in need of prayer, or their family.



http://www.zoom.us
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A Message from Pastor Brian

Prayer of the month: Revive your Church, Lord, day-by-day. Renew our strength and restore our hearts.

Pastor’s Report from District Synod

June 26 - 29 Moravians from 48 churches in D.C., Maryland, Ohio, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, and

Ontario met with leaders from: Essentials Café, Camp Hope, the Moravian Historical Society, Moravian Manor,
Moravian Open Door, MorningStar Senior Living, the Moravian Ministries Foundation, Board of World Mission, Ar-

chives, Music Foundation, and Theological Seminary at Moravian University to convene District Synod. The work

of Synod is to evaluate the previous four years (intersynodal period) and seek the Spirit’'s guidance and em-
powerment as we consider the callings and challenges of the years ahead. Our theme was, “It's YOUR Call,”
a play on the phrase inviting us to consider “Call” as more than just what some people considering ministry
might feel. It's your call. It's our call. As part of the Synod Planning and Worship Coordinating Team, I felt
called to write a new song for Synod exploring this:

It’s your call, O God, where your will we meet. Called together, called in love, to our neighbor’s need.
It’s your call, O child, hear the Spirit sing. Called to serve the Living God. Are you listening?
Love will show what our hearts know, and whose we claim to be.

Heaven’s voice, let all the world rejoice! Leaf and branch on One Great Tree.

Of the many resolutions passed, the following are direct calls for action from us. We are:
encouraged to consider covenant relationships with full-communion partners (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, the Episcopal Church, the United Methodist Church, and the Presbyterian
Church USA).
encouraged to identify, equip, and train members considering Licensed Lay Ministry.
encouraged to foster a culture of prayer and to offer opportunities for spiritual development and growth.
We are encouraged to walk with those who suffer, and to empower the exercise of spiritual gifts.
called upon to discern the movement of God and potential for renewal in and around Emmaus.
called to prayer, discernment, and seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance in considering possibilities of fur-
ther digital ministries in parallel to in-person ministries.

It’s your call, dear one, out there on your own. Longing for community, tired of bein” alone.
It’s your call stranger. You are welcome here. Come and lay your burden down. God is drawing near. (Chorus)

There was a clear sense of urgency around the Call to Public Witness. With Synod commending;:
learning and greater engagement with the ministries of Moravian Open Door in NYC.
engaging elected officials to understand impacts of: the housing crisis, gun violence, mental health
services, immigration policy and border issues. Addressing these issues in our neighborhoods.
greater intention around learning how local, state, and federal laws and policies impact our neighbors.

And considering prayerfully how to respond to what we learn.

initiating/ participating in honest and authentic conversations about social, civic, and global concerns.
learning more about the unhoused in and around Emmaus, about policies and laws impacting them, and
about the agencies and programs that serve them.
engaging elected officials to advocate for affordable housing, program funding, eliminating the criminali-
zation of homelessness, and partnering with community partners already doing this work.
engaging in direct dialogue with unhoused persons in and around Emmaus (holy listening, walking with
compassion, growing in understanding).

In the months ahead, we will share other reflections and points of view from other Delegates. And we look
forward to working together as Emmaus Moravian Church answers the call to Live in Fellowship and Grow in
Christ.

It’s our call, my friend, for us to discern. Ministries of gift and grace, side-by-side we learn.

It’s our call, Christ’s Church, hands and feet of love. Be the body, bring Good News, Flame and Holy Dove. (Chorus)

In His Name, Pastor Brian
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It’s here! VBS Food Truck Party! Our stomachs are
rumbling and hungry to get this party started! We
have over 35 kids registered and we hope to have a
few more before we begin on Monday, July 29th.
How satisfying that our children will learn through
bible stories that God is Great, God is Good, Let Us
Thank Him for Our Food, By God's Hand we all are
Fed, Give Us, Lord, Our Daily Bread. Does that
sound familiar? This table grace based on

Mathew 6:11 is the base for our week. It helps us
all to learn to turn to God. But the best part is,
the kids and the volunteers will have fun with the
lively songs, crafts, activities, each day.

Top Chef and DJ Cupcake will lead us through it all.

Set Up days will be Friday, July 26th and Saturday, July 27th, and after church
on the 28th. We need lots of muscle and help decorating those days,
especially Friday the 26th. It is so heartening to see the support or EMC
family provides VBS. It is indeed one of our primary missions of the year that
serve our youth and the youth of our community. God's love is at work!

Please don't hesitate to contact Kay Marushak (kRlmbbirdl0@gmail.com) or

Pat Honszer (pastorpat4@hotmail.com) with any questions, suggestions,
or to join us!

New Member Gatherings

We love the visitors that worship and gather with us at EMC! We are
excited to have those visitors take the next step to becoming members of
our church! This summer and early fall, we are offering New Member
Classes. These classes are meant to inform you about Moravian history,
Emmaus Moravian history, and life at Emmaus Moravian Church today.
The first set of classes will be held on Thursday evenings in August—
8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th from 7:00-8:30. If you can’t commit to all 4 of those
dates, the classes will be repeated in September. We would love to hear
from you as to what works for your schedule. There is no obligation to
join the church at the end of the classes and anyone who is interested is
welcome to attend. Please contact the office if you are interested!

Back to School Event

Our annual Back to School Event will be taking place on Saturday, August
17th from 9:30-11 am. We give backpacks, school supplies and gently used
clothing to local children in need. We appreciate donations of backpacks &
other school supplies from the congregation. We will also be accepting
donations of lightly worn youth clothing as well. Please limit donations to
school appropriate attire for students between the ages of 5 and 16 (no un-
dergarments, swimwear, costumes). Donations can be placed in the box in
the narthex. Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. Please
contact Caren Harold at 484-894-1888 if you'd like to volunteer the day of
the event or to help prepare for the event ahead of time.
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Blessing Boxes

We are in need of donations! Our shelves are empty! Our Blessing Boxes
continue to be used by many people and we are always grateful to have back up
supplies! If you would like to give a monetary donation, we ask that you donate

to the Community Assistance Fund. This fund allows us to help church and
community members with grocery cards, utility bills, rent assistance, and
blessing box purchases. During summer when kids are home, we like to have
kid friendly items in the boxes. Check the list for ideas! Thank you for your
continued support, we are very grateful!
Food items needed: peanut butter, jelly, canned soup, spaghettios, tomato sauce,
canned or individual fruit servings, canned veggies, snacks, crackers and cereal

bars (for kids and our homeless community). bless us; let all the
These are only suggestions, we accept any shelf stable food! ends of the earth
Non food items most needed: shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, revere him.

. )
laundry pods or detergent, tissues, paper towels Foeln 617, NEST

~ Thanks from Linda Rohrbach & Carol George, the fillers of the boxes

nd :
2 Helplng On Friday, August 23rd, EMC will be hosting its 5th

Community Dinner. Guests may arrive any time
' between 6:00 and 7:30pm

The 2nd helping community meal is for anyone who:

desires fellowship, doesn’t want to cook, is a member of
COMMUNITY DINNER  our community, is a member of our church, needs a meal,
needs grace, needs God’s love...YOU are invited!
This is a great time to invite family and friends to your church!
We hope to gather in the pavilion in August, but if the weather doesn’t
cooperate, we will move inside to fellowship hall.
We are working on the menu for August.
We hope to be able to cook out at least one more time!

We will always have vegetarian and gluten free options, various sides and
desserts, and drink options including sugar free.

The meal is free. Any donations will go towards the next meal.
Donations of desserts are appreciated!

Please contact Melissa in the church office for questions.

Book Club
Book club is ready for summer with a new list of books to read! Please feel free to join
all of our meetings or pick a book you find interesting. Discussions are informal, all
opinions are welcome. We meet at 7pm in the Comenius Room. Zoom is available,
contact Judy Williamson or the office with your email.
August 12th “Remarkably Bright Creatures” by Shelby VanPelt
Sept.9th “Friends, Lovers, and the Big Terrible Thing: A Memoir” by Matthew Perry




6

Trex Recycling Program

Our church is participating in the NexTrex recycling program. This is
;\‘ the company that makes decking and outdoor furniture. Our goal is
"""-"Q; collect 1,000 pounds of plastic recycling in one year!
| If we reach our goal, Trex will send us a bench for the church property
(made out of recycled plastic of course)! Collection boxes located in the
~ chapel lobby, the family living area (by the preschool) and the office.
. Help us reach our goal! All plastic will need to be sorted and weighed.
If you would like to help, please contact Melissa in the office. Sorting

once a month would be ideal.

Recycle@Win ,, '

—Trex 0

Items that can be recycled:
produce bags, store bags, ice bags, Ziploc and reclosable bags, cereal box liners, bread bags, news-
paper sleeves, drycleaning bags, bubble wrap, pellet bags, wrap that surrounds water bottles,
toilet paper & other supplies, plastic mailers (please remove address label)
~ these items usually can’t be throw in your recycling bin at home!

All plastic must be clean, dry and free of food and organic residue.

We will gather on Wednesday, August 7th from 6-8 to sort the recycling to prepare it for
drop off. We will meet on the 3rd floor. Bring water!

Fall Rummage Sale

It is time to clean out your closets, garages, basements, and attics! We will have our fall rummage
sale on Saturday, September 28th in Fellowship Hall from 8 am to 12 pm.

Delivery dates/times---
Wednesday, September 25, 12 to 6 PM
Thursday, September 26, 12 to 6 PM
Friday, September 27, 12 to 5 PM
No Saturday deliveries
Please call Meda Henry (610-730-4716) if you need a drop off appointment before September 25.

The following items will NOT be accepted: televisions, computer screens, computers,
electronic devices, stuffed furniture, mattresses, dressers, bed sets , clothing and shoes.
No bulky items larger than an end table.

Strawberry Festival Hamburger BBO Recipe

Hello Congregation! Thank you for all the wonderful comments about the Hamburger BBQ at the
strawberry festival. So many of you asked for the recipe, so I decided to share it here:

1 1b ground beef, small onion, small green pepper, Salt and Pepper
* cook these ingredients until veggies are cooked, drain

Add to hamburger mix: 1/2 bottle chili sauce, 1/4 cup Ketchup (add more if appears dry),
2 tsp. mustard, Brown sugar to taste

Enjoy! Karen Semet



Spiritual Check in by Chris Ochs

How often do you see the doctor? Those of us in good physical health (use it while you still have
it!) are asked by their doctor to visit once a year for their annual checkup. Those of us who are wise
heed that advice. Then there are those who don’t have a choice in the matter. For example, all
active members of the armed services are required to have an annual health assessment.

When I had my scrape with cancer ten years ago, I was seeing nine different
specialists. As you might imagine, there were stretches when I had three
appointments a week. I needn’t tell you that prayer was an important part of my love of God
life at that time, as well. After my surgery, I was declared “cancer free,” and all hasbeen pouréd out
those specialists either ended their treatments or told me to return in one year for ineur hearts
a checkup. To this day, I still undergo a yearly MRI to check that my innards s oY “r'™
remain squeaky clean. The day after surgery, my prayers turned from pleas of
help and healing to thanksgiving. That’s when it occurred to me — if we have
yearly physicals, why not have “yearly spiritual checkups?” For the past decade,
I have religiously (pun intended) set appointments with our pastors (Kevin,
Chris, Reed, and Brian), usually after they’re recovered from their hectic week of
Easter duties, for my annual assessment. We discuss the events of the year, and I
bring a list of my questions — and my epiphanies — that have accumulated over the past year for
us to analyze and dissect. And maybe have a game of pinball or two!

The

For myself, I can attest that my spiritual health has improved, and that my relationship with Jesus,
God and the Holy Spirit has never been healthier, and more personal than it ever has been. Try it
—every one of my “spiritual doctors” have told me they wished more of their flock would adopt
this practice.

Your brother in Christ, Christopher Ochs
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Church Retreat at Camp Hope
Our church has rented out Camp Hope from Friday, November 1st- Sunday
November 3rd. Even though Camp Hope cancelled programs through the
summer, our retreat is still in the books. Through generous donations and
fund-raising efforts, our Camp Hope Scholarship Fund would like to pay for
YOU to go to camp that weekend. Nominal charges for food need to be paid
by the attendees. The cabins at Camp Hope are heated, they include 2 toilets,
2 showers and 2 sinks in every cabin. The cabins sleep a maximum of 12
people. Our hope is to have 2 families bunk together in a cabin (you can
choose your roommates)! More information will be given soon!
If you are interested and would like to sign up, please contact the office!




Coordinator of Member Engagement & Outreach Job Opening

We are hiring! Please pass this opportunity onto people who you think would be interested!

Job Description:

Newly created position to provide leadership in youth and adultmember engagement, outreach ministries
and Christian education to promote spiritual health and growth of the Emmaus Moravian Congregation.

Qualifications:

* High School diploma or equivalent required. Associates/Bachelor degree preferred

* Experience in church ministry programming

* Beliefs and ministry philosophy should be aligned with the Moravian Church

Job Responsibilities:

e Adult and Youth Member and Non-Member Engagement

* Support youth member engagement, spiritual development and the

development of youth leaders

* Support adult member engagement, spiritual development and the development of adult leaders

* Promote and be an advocate for Emmaus Moravian’s worship services and ministries for members of the
community that are not currently church members

Coordination of Outreach Ministries:

* Coordinate regular meet ups with outreach ministry leaders

* Assist ministry leaders with finding volunteers and help address ministry issues/concerns

Christian Education Programming:

* Support the Christian Education Committee with developing Educational programs

* Attend monthly Christian Education Committee meeting (evening meeting)

Requirements in addition to what is listed in the job responsibilities above:

* While membership at EMC is not required, attendance at Sunday worship may be necessary at times
* Provide regular check in and status to Pastor and Elders

* Support meetings and other functions/ ministries outside of normal M-F working hours (8:00AM-5PM)
as needed or required

* Proficiency in social media, group chat and apps
* Must present up to date child abuse and criminal background checks
Pay:
* Up to $15,000 / year. Approx. 12-15 hours per week
To submit resume or ask questions, contact Melissa Heckman at secretary@emmausmoravian.org

Resumes accepted until July 10th, 2024




